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INTRODUCTION 

Water – the most important source of survival for the human beings & for the non-
human beings. It is a well-known fact that our world is mostly covered by water. And it is 
also known that water covers about 70% of the Earth’s surface. Despite covering the70% of 
the earth surface, the countries of the world are still looking for water to meet their basic 
needs and requirements. Pakistan is also one of them. Pakistan is also, among one of those 
countries which are rich in natural resources and blessed with the sea & water reserves but 
due to the bad governance, lack of political will & failed in establishing consensus, and 
unfunctional local bodies system, have failed in exploring the resources properly and faced 
serious crises which creates instability in the society. 
 
MISMANAGEMENT OF WATER RESOURCES IN SINDH 
Sindh, one of the provinces of Pakistan faces similar situation for last two to three  
decades. Due to the bad governance, poor management, and failed institutions gave births to 
the multiple issues. And water issue is the most sensitive one among them. In fact, now it 
takes the shape of serious crises, and Karachi is the city, which surviving the most. 
 
CAUSES AND IMPLICATIONS 
Following are some major reasons which became the cause of the mismanagement of water 
resources in Sindh. 
 
� Unequal distribution of resources. � Rapid growth of urbanization. 
� Failing of Institutions.  � Lack of planning. 
� Law & security situations.  � Lack of water reservoirs & dams 
� The inter-provincial disputes between Sindh & Punjab and between Sindh & 
Baluchistan. Law & security situations. 
 
Because of this mismanagement and unequal distribution of water resources, it imposes 
serious threats and problems to the society. Mainly its implications are concerned with human 
health and environment. It affects large number of people with health-related diseases 
especially with hepatitis disease. Every year, large number of people, especially children, are 
dying in rural areas of the Sindh either because of the shortage of water or by drinking 
impure water. But this implication is also seen in the urban areas of Sindh especially in the 
former capital of the country, Karachi. In Karachi, the mismanagement of the water resources 
also leads to the establishment of one of the powerful water mafia. Because of the limited 
water hydrants, the water mafia constructed illegal water hydrants and sale the water tanks in 
thousands of rupees. And made the people of Karachi very angry and hostile sometimes. 
Also, when there is a monsoon season in the country, the Province is also faced flood. And 
because of the lack of the water reservoirs, the government cannot save flood-water and it 
harm the rural areas of the Province. One other serious implication of this mismanagement is 
about the polluted rivers, canals and barrages. And because of the limited filtration plants, the 
provincial government is not able to provide pure & drinkable water to its masses after the 
treatment. 
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SUGGESTIONS & WAY OUTS 
 
By considering the following way outs and suggestions, government may be able to manage 
the mismanagement of the water resources and may be able to resolve the water crisis and 
may also be able to provide the pure & drinkable water across the province. 
 
� Government must take the ownership to resolve the problems of the province. 
� Establish the political will & consensus. 
� Build more new water reservoirs & dams. 
� K-4 Project 
� Operationalize the institutions on merit-based system. 
� Decentralize the power structure. 
� Reform the local body system & empowered its representatives. 
� Better law & security situation. 
� Comprehensive action program for the environment and wildlife protection. 
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CONCLUSION 
 
Water is the question of the survival for both, human & non-human beings. The third world 
countries of the world are still looking for water to meet their essentials. Pakistan is also 
among one of them. The Sindh Province of Pakistan is the one who is badly affected by the 
mismanagement of water resources. According to the recent report by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), Pakistan ranks third in the world among countries facing acute water 
shortage. The water storage has receded to 30 days which must be at least 120 days as per 
country’s requirements. The authorities remain negligent about the crisis that's posing a 
serious threat to the country's stability, DW reports. But on the other hand, the reconstituted 
Council of Common Interests (CCI) under the supervision of the Prime Minister KHAN 
decided to resolve the water crisis in Sindh with special emphasis on Karachi. Earlier the 
Chief Justice of Pakistan took notice on the water situation in Karachi & formed Judicial 
Commission. And also passed the order to Construct the new dams in Pakistan in order to 
fight with the water crisis. 
 


